
"Faith to Find Jesus"
Matthew 2:1-12

Keys to a faith that finds Jesus...

Begins with faith in what God's Word says about Jesus (1-2)
We don't know much about the magi that came from the east to 

find King Jesus, but what we do know is that they knew about God's plan 
to send a King for the Jews. They had heard or read the prophecies 
related to Jesus, and by God's grace they believed! They had been 
waiting, watching and expecting the day when God's Word would be 
fulfilled, and when it was fulfilled, they knew it! They traveled in faith, 
knowing that the sign that they saw in the sky was an indicator that God 
had kept His Word. They came without hearing for sure that Jesus had 
been born. They asked in faith where the baby King was and not if He 
had been born. The magi are an incredible reminder to us that finding 
Jesus always starts with faith!
1. Read Isaiah 7:14, Isaiah 9:6 and Micah 5:2. These prophecies were 

written around 700 years before the birth of Jesus. What does this tell 
us about the promises in God's Word?

2. Read Hebrews 6:13-20, and take a minute to share about your faith in 
God's promises. Are you willing to follow His Word in faith, trusting 
that He will do what He says, like the magi did?

3. What are some of God's prophecies and promises for us today?
4. Read Luke 12:35-48. Are you awake and dressed, expecting Jesus?

Requires the faith to submit to the authority of Jesus (3-6)
Herod was troubled by the news that the King of the Jews had 

been born. He was the king of the Jews! Who was this King of the Jews 
that the magi were telling him about? Unlike the magi from the east, 
Herod didn't know about the details of God's promises to send a King for 
the Jews, and even after hearing about these promises from God's Word, 
Herod didn't submit himself to what God had to say. Instead, he fought 
against it. Herod's heart was troubled because Herod was threatened by 
the threat that a new King would be to his throne. Herod was threatened 
by the authority that Jesus would have if Herod acknowledged Jesus as 
the promised King. Herod wouldn't find Jesus, because Herod wouldn't 
submit himself to King Jesus.
1. Why would Jesus have been a threat to King Herod?
2. How is Jesus still a threat to our personal kingdoms today?
3. What was the threat of Jesus to the religious leaders in Jerusalem, 

who should have been aware of His birth?
4. Do you know anyone whose pride and desire to control their lives is 

keeping them from finding Jesus? Pray for their hearts to submit.

Demands the faith to continue pursuing Jesus (7-9)
After talking to Herod, the magi could have been discouraged. If 

King Herod and his family aren't aware of this new King that had been 
born, then maybe they got it wrong? If the scribes and religious leaders 
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didn't know about his birth, then it would be logical to assume that maybe 
they misunderstood the sign in the sky that they had been following. But 
the magi did something important; they continued to pursue Jesus even 
through the discouragement of the disappointing news that they had 
received in Jerusalem. By faith, the magi followed God's direction, leaving 
the most likely place to find the baby King and going to a very unlikely 
place to find the King: The little town of Bethlehem. By faith, they didn't 
give up in their pursuit of Jesus.
1. Have you ever experienced discouragement when things didn't turn 

out as you thought they would in following Jesus in your life?
2. From the magi's example, what is the right thing to do when we 

encounter discouragement in following Jesus in our lives?
3. Read 1 Peter 1:24-25. What should we trust in over anything that we 

experience in this world? Why?

Includes the faith to give King Jesus what He deserves (10-11)
When the magi enter into the house, they surely saw a very 

normal and uneventful scene. Jesus would have been somewhere 
between an infant and a 2-years-old, acting and looking like an ordinary 
young infant or toddler. Mary and Joseph would have been ordinary, 
young -- and probably tired -- parents. The magi would not have seen 
servants caring for and tending to the child's every need. The magi would 
not have seen anything that would have confirmed that Jesus was the 
King, but in faith, they worshipped Jesus and gave Jesus gifts fit for a 
King. In faith, they gave King Jesus what He deserved.
1. What does Jesus deserve from us today?
2. What gifts are you offering to King Jesus?
3. How does your worship reflect that we are giving King Jesus what He 

deserves?

Results in the faith to put Jesus above others and ourselves (12)
After encountering the King, the magi are warned in a dream to go 

home another way so that they can avoid having to see and respond to 
Herod about the location of baby Jesus. This was a huge risk. For this 
baby who couldn't talk, the magi were risking their lives! By faith, they 
were putting Jesus above Herod's demand that they come back and tell 
him where baby Jesus was. By faith, they were putting Jesus above their 
own lives, knowing that if Herod caught them trying to avoid him that they 
would likely be killed. Finding Jesus must have confirmed their faith in the 
fact that baby Jesus was the King!
1. What are some ways that society has expectations of us that conflict 

with our submission to King Jesus?
2. Take one or two of these conflicts that were identified and discuss 

some practical ways that we should respond if Jesus is King in our 
lives.

3. Are you struggling with taking the risks necessary to put Jesus above 
others and yourself in life? Pray for each other for a courage like the 
magi to take risks for Jesus.
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